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DISCLAIMERS, CAUTIONS, AND NOTES
1. David Keiper’s files on the subject of his proposed kits for catamarans include documents on
various sizes of paper (none larger than 8-1/2” x 11”) that are a mixture of typed and handwritten
sketches and text. The handwritten sketches and text are in a mixture of pen and pencil in
various colors. There are also a few small photographs. Dave Keiper did not respect the sanctity
of margins, and frequently wrote and drew right up to the edge of the paper. He often wrote in
tiny print. Needless to say, all this made it difficult to produce a legible copy. IHS’s
methodology was to make a master copy of each original sheet and photograph. Each master was
examined, and the most faded or illegible parts were gone over with India ink to improve their
reproducibility. Despite all this, some of the text and sketches are difficult to decipher.
2. The price charged by IHS for sets of Dave Keiper’s notes covers actual copying and mailing
costs plus a small handling fee... no profit. If you did not receive this set of notes directly from
IHS, then you probably have an illegal, second generation copy. That could mean that you paid
too much and/or that legibility problems are worse than they have to be.
3. IHS did not review the content of the files for completeness or accuracy, so neither of these
qualities can be guaranteed. In fact, David Keiper died before he could finalize his design and
documentation, so one can be relatively sure of finding inaccuracies and gaps of information.
IHS did not try to put the individual sheets into exact order, nor did IHS eliminate duplicate or
superseded information. Therefore, some of the sheets may be out of sequence, and some of the
information may be outdated. These possibilities should be taken into account by anyone who
attempts to apply the information in these files.
4. Whatever the shortcomings of this collection of notes, this document is a fascinating look into
the work and thoughts of a true hydrofoil pioneer. Dave Keiper’s notes will certainly be of great
interest to anyone who wants to add foils to an existing sailing or motor craft and who has the
technical understanding and mechanical skills to approach the task with confidence.
5. These files were donated to IHS by Frank Keiper, executor of David Keiper’s estate. IHS is
grateful to David Carlson for permission to include copies of his electronic mail messages about
prototype foil kit testing and development.
6. Individuals who purchase these papers from IHS may copy individual sheets as necessary for
their own non-commercial use. All other reproduction of these papers, wholly or in part, is
prohibited without permission of IHS.
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